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STARTING POINT

Spring most definitely is a time
of new growth, including for the
Salvatorians. As I move forward in
my ministry assignments, I have
taken time to reflect on the grace-
filled opportunity of serving as your
spiritual director these past several
years. Walking with you in faith—
listening, discerning, witnessing God’s
quiet work, and sharing so many of
our Salvatorian stories—has been a
profound privilege.

Just as the earth awakens, so too are
we called to deeper trust, courage, and
openness to where God leads next.
Spiritual growth rarely stands still;
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it gently urges us
forward.

I encourage you
to remain attentive
to prayer, rooted
in community, and
confident in God’s
faithful presence. Though roles may
change, our shared mission endures:
to seek, to serve, and to grow in Christ.
You will remain in my heart and prayers
as I leave you in the capable hands of Fr.
Peter Schuessler, SDS.

In the Divine Savior,
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NEW FACE OF HOPE

Coming Soon

As Fr. Silas continues his
presentations nationally and
abroad, as well as his role as
Vicar for the USA Province,
he has added pastor at St.
Pius X Parish in Wauwatosa,
Wisconsin, to his ministry
plate. This robust ministry
schedule has opened an opportunity
for another member of the Society to
take on the role previously occupied
by Fr. Silas as Spiritual Director
for our Salvatorian newsletter and
communications.

Father Peter Schuessler, SDS, born

and raised near Roslyn, NY,
ordained in 1980, and serving in
Salvatorian ministry since 1979,
has accepted the assignment to
become the new spiritual director
effective later this summer. Fr.
Peter has had a robust ministry
through the years, including
his service as Provincial Superior and
Vicar Provincial for the Society. He
has also served on many international
committees and has devotedly
maintained spiritual direction as an
aspect of his ministry portfolio.

continued on back



ST. JAMES PARISH

New Salvatorian Ministry

Ordained a Salvatorian priest seven
years ago in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Fr.
Octavio Trejo-Flores, SDS, originally
from Zihuatanejo, Mexico, returns to
Wisconsin this June to serve as pastor at
St. James Parish in Franklin, Wisconsin.
Fr. Octavio has spent the last several
years in Orangevale, California, at
Divine Savior Church, a
parish with a long Salvatorian
history.

Seeing how Blessed
Jordan’s vision continues to
flourish in the Church today
is deeply encouraging. “At
Divine Savior Parish, the
energy and commitment of
the parishioners and staff
were a constant reminder
that God continues to call
us to share the Gospel ‘by
all ways and means,”” said Fr. Octavio.
“Bringing that spirit to St. James feels
like a natural extension of our mission,
helping people encounter Christ and
come to know the Savior more deeply
in their own lives.”

StJames Parish was born when a group
of farmers from Oak Creek and Franklin,
Wisconsin, had a vision for a church in
their community. Land was donated
and the church, originally known as St.
Stephen at New Coeln, was dedicated
on November 30, 1857, by Bishop John
Martin Henni. A cemetery was part
of the original plan, as was common at
the time. Eventually, the community
built a school and, by 1946, St. James
was granted parish status with the first
resident pastor appointed.

In 2004, Fr. Paul Stanosz was assigned
to St. James and in 2007, the parish
celebrated its 150th Anniversary. In2009,
Archbishop Dolan of the Milwaukee

Fr. Octavio joins St.
James this summer.

Archdiocese appointed Dan Hull
as the parish’s first Parish Director
and Fr. Bernie Sippel as an assisting
priest. Msgr. T. George Gajdos joined
as an assisting priest in 2013, as did
Fr. Robert Betz in 2018. Fr. Betz was
named Administrator in 2020.

“Saint James in Franklin is a vibrant
and welcoming parish
community, rooted in faith
and committed to serving
others. We are excited
for the Salvatorians to
take on this new parish,
continuing our mission of
service and collaboration
within the archdiocese,”
said the Most Reverend
Jeffrey S. Grob, Archbishop
of Milwaukee. “We offer
our sincere gratitude to
so many priests of the Archdiocese
of Milwaukee for their many years
of faithful pastoral leadership and
service to the parish.”

Fr. Octavio lived in Milwaukee
during his formation years from 2012
to 2019. “Coming back to Wisconsin
after seven years away, three in
Florida and four in California, feels
a lot like coming home. I'm really
looking forward to seeing people in
person again,” he said. “I'm grateful to
God and to the Society for trusting me
with this role, especially since this will
be the first time the Salvatorians are
serving here at St. James. I'm thankful
for the prayer and support that already
surrounds this transition.”

Fr. Tom Tureman, USA Province
Provincial for the Society of the
Divine Savior, shared, “We're excited
to have Fr. Octavio minister and live

continued - St. James



HEADING WEST

Retlection by Fr. Peter Hoang, SDS

As you know from a prior Hope
Newsletter, I joined the USA Province
in September 2025. I think I fall short
of words to express how grateful I
am to have received such a warm
welcome from so many
Salvatorians: Priests,
Brothers, Sisters, Lay, and
collaborators alike. After
a period of preparation,
including some classes at
the Sacred Heart Seminary
and School of Theology, as
well as some immersion
experience as a help-out
priest at nearby parishes,

I am now heading west to
assume a new assignment
to minister to the Divine
Savior Parish Community
in Orangeville, California. Father
Nicholaus (Nico), who arrived in
Milwaukee from Tanzania last
December, will be my companion. We
will begin our ministry this summer.

Heading west brings a great deal of
sentiment to me because it was where
the first Salvatorian missionaries
were sent; Fr. Severin Jureck, Fr. Felix

(I-r) Frs. Peter, Tom
and Nicholaus after a
Provincial House send

off Mass.

Bucher, and Br. Martialis Braendele
landed in New York on July 25, 1892.
On August 11, just two weeks after
they arrived in the US, they set foot in
Vancouver, Washington (The Moment
of Grace, volume I, page 14).
And so, heading west means |
have the honor to follow their
footsteps.

One can read the Parish’s
Mission Statement on its
website: “We, the people
of Divine Savior Catholic
Church, empowered by our
baptism, dedicate ourselves
to living the Gospel of Jesus.
Inspired by the love, justice,
and mercy of Christ, we are
called to share His message in
service, so that all may know the Savior!”
I am sure this sounds familiar because
it contains the core of our Salvatorian
Mission: “to make the Savior known
and loved.” With our presence and
ministries, Fr. Nico and I hope to journey
closely with the Parish Community so
that they can continue to deepen their
faith, because it will be difficult to make

continued - West

ACTIVE RETIREMENT

As is the case with many of our
members who “retire,” ministry is not
left behind. Fr. Paul Portland, SDS,
who retired in June after serving 13
years as pastor of St. Pius X Parish
in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, moved
to St. Anne’s retirement community
in  Milwaukee and  promptly
began ministry as Chaplain for the
community there.

He commented, “Pius X is a very
strong and welcoming community
that understands that the Gospel

must be lived out in service to others.
The Justice and Peace Commission
and Health Committee are very active,
serving locally (food pantries, homeless
shelters, care for the
homebound,  etc.)
and internationally
(support of a sister
parish in Tanzania
and building wells
there for safe water).”

“As 1 approach

continued - Retirement



.. Face of Hope

We look forward to sharing more
about Fr. Peter in the next issue of HOPE
Newsletter and we want to publicly
thank Fr. Silas for his commitment as
Spiritual Director through the years.

.. Retirement

80 years old, I am pleased to give up
administration and all the meetings
involved in being a pastor,” said Fr.
Paul. “At St. Anne’s, I will have a
community, daily Mass, and pastoral
ministry, without the administration
and meetings. Sounds like heaven to
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MISSION OFFICE

Fr. Colman Mtenga,
SDS, has joined Fr. John
Tigatiga, SDS, in our
Province’s Mission Office
to make appeals around
the country for funding
our missionary ministries.

.. West

God known if one does not first know
Him personally. At the same time, we
also desire to help them to continue to
feel the love of the Divine Savior and
to love Him in return, because it will
not be easy to call others to love God,
if one does not know how to be loved
and how to love.

Please pray for [
Fr. Nico and me
that, as the tasks lie
ahead of us, we may
always feel loved
and strengthened
by the Divine Savior
through your love §
and support.

.. St. James

out the vision and mission of our
Founder, Blessed Francis Mary of the
Cross Jordan, with the individuals
and families at St. James. We remain
committed to sharing the love of our
Savior, through all ways and means.”

Please remember the
Society of the Divine Savior in your will

A bequest is a wonderful way to support the mission and ministry of our
Salvatorian Priests and Brothers, and is a testimony of your care and concern
for them. Our legal name is “Society of the Divine Savior, Inc.” and our

taxpayer number (EIN) is 39-0806210.

-
OUR MISSION

In the spirit of our founder, Blessed
Francis Jordan, the Society of the
Divine Savior was founded more
than 140 years ago and is a Catholic
religious community working to share
the love and mercy of our Savior, Jesus
Christ, through all possible means.
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SALVATORIANS

Society of the Divine Savior
P.O. BOX 758611

TOPEKA, KS 66675-8611
1-800-254-4902

Hope-devotions@Salvatorians.com
More at Salvatorians.com

) SALVATORIANS

7 Apostles for our times.




